Rehoboth Baptist Church October 27, 2019

The Mustard Seed

Fall Missions Conference at Rehoboth Baptist
Church, Nov. 2 & 3

Sat. Nov. 2nd, 5:30 PM

POTLUCK SUPPER - BRING YOUR BEST INTERNATIONAL FAVORITE
DISH, OR FAMILY FAVORITE TO SHARE.
PLEASE SIGN UP IN FOYER.

Diana Muenzenberger will speak about her
work at Faith Academy, Philippines. Diana does
more than teach Grades 6-8; what excites her is
to be used by God to change her students’ lives.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Sun. Nov. 31'd 6 PM 4 Ways to Read the Bible for
? Personal Application ............... 5
Madelyn and Carlyle Kilmore from upstate Calendar.........cccocueeuerireucnnnnes 8

New York will share the cutting edge strategies
and technologies in Bible translation.

They represent Wycliffe Associates, a ministry
accelerating the work of Bible translation around
the world. Wycliffe Associates accelerates the work of Bible translation by em-
powering national Bible translators to provide God’s Word in their own heart
language; partnering with the local church to guide and guard translation
work, harnessing their passion and desire for God’s Word; and engaging peo- R§BC
ple from all around the world to provide resources, technology, training, and
support for Bible translation. L\
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CHILD IN THE NAME OF JESUS WITH A SHOE

On the table in the foyer are  room downstairs. All com-
instructions on how to pack  pleted boxes must be here
a box including suggestions by Nov. 20th so they can be

on what to pack. taken to a collection center
If you need a box or have for plck up’ by
any questions, please see Samaritan’s
Jeanie Juckett. Purse.
Thank you!

Please put your filled box on
the table in the fellowship

BOX FULL OF GIFTS AND THE GOSPEL MESSAGE.
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ot would give us
great joy to see our
friend return to the
gospel he pro-
claimed, the Bible he
affirmed, and the Je-
sus he held out to
others.€

ON CAUTION AND KEEPING: FRIENDS RE-
FLECT ON JOSHUA HARRIS’S DECONVERSION

AUGUST 1, 2019 | Kevin DeYoung wGreg Gilbert wCollin Hansen wJustin Taylor *

By now, most of our readers have heard the news that Joshua Harris has not only separated
from his wife, but also no longer considers himself a Christian. Many have already commented
on Harris’s seeming apostasy (for our part, we are still praying that this is a wandering from
the path rather than a final abandonment).

Some have taken this news as a reflection of the spirit of our age, some as a moment of pro-
found sadness for Harris and for those he harmed, and some as an indictment of the Young
Restless Reformed movement of which Harris was a part. There is much to affirm in each of
these angles. But before we venture any thoughts on the bigger picture, let us paint a more
personal portrait.

We’ve known Josh for almost 15 years. We’ve been with his family. We’ve been in his home.
We've been to his church. At one time, we were fairly close, as a group of us (then) young men
gathered semi-regularly for prayer, for encouragement, and for just hanging out. While we
don’t know what Josh might think of us—it’s been several years now since we were closely in
touch—we remember Josh as perpetually friendly, warm, engaging, and sincere.

That’s why we are holding out hope that the faith we saw in him and heard from him was not
spurious. It would give us great joy to see our friend return to the gospel he proclaimed, the
Bible he affirmed, and the Jesus he held out to others.

‘Word of Caution

There is certainly nothing wrong with adding public comment to a public story—and when
Josh announced his deconversion on Instagram he made it a public story. Nor is there any-
thing wrong with searching for larger themes and extrapolating broader trends from individu-
al incidents. There has already been, and will likely continue to be, a proliferation of reports
and reflections on Josh’s recent trajectory—from renouncing I Kissed Dating Goodbye, to
separating from his wife, to rejecting the label Christian altogether.

1. https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/reflections-josh-harris-deconversion/



Nevertheless, our comment is a word of caution. While some basic ruminations can be
justified, we ought to be wary of making sweeping judgments either corporately or per-
sonally.

Corporately, it’s too simplistic to take one defection and say, “See, that’s what’s wrong
with X.” The problem is X is usually in the eye of the beholder. In this case it could be:
homeschooling, fame at a young age, Neo-Calvinism, the charismatic movement, purity
culture, Sovereign Grace, lack of a seminary education, or all of the above. Or none of the
above. People are shaped by thousands of moments and make their decisions for hun-
dreds of reasons. The logic that says “this bad thing is the result of this cultural phenome-
non I don’t like” is an argument easily made and impossibly refuted.

What is worth exploring in this instance—and, we can tell you, has already for years gen-
erated a great deal of soul searching—is why a number of young men who were at one
time closely associated with The Gospel Coalition have been forced to leave the ministry.
Our primary takeaway is that in years past our tribe was too quick to elevate gifted men
who may not have had enough time to prove themselves faithful for the long haul. But
even here, we would note that the public crises always get more attention than scores of
young men who have quietly continued to serve the Lord with growing maturity.

Finally, a word of caution on the personal side of things. No doubt, there have been a
myriad of decisions (and we might say defections) in Josh’s soul over the past years. We
don’t know the details of what has transpired. We don’t know the conversations, the
tears, the possible hurt, the possible compromises. We don’t know what Josh’s next Insta-
gram post might say. We can only imagine the pain this has caused for Josh’s family and
oldest friends who are likely dismayed at the current trajectory. When it comes to confi-
dent theories of what went wrong, we should tread lightly.

Our hope is that we may once again boast in the cross with our old friend. At the very
least, we hope he will travel this new path with a bit more caution himself. Divorce and
deconstruction are confusing. They are painful. They are destabilizing. It seems, there-
fore, better that they would be largely out of the public eye. Instagram seems a poor vehi-
cle for honest self-assessment. Transparency, overrated in our day as it is, is certainly less
sanguine when we aren’t sure who we are or what we will become.

Keeping in the Love of God

While we grieve Josh’s decision (and have told him as much), we are not without hope
(and we've told him that as well). We will continue to call on the God of sovereign mercy,
the God Josh once extolled and the God who still sits on the throne.

We pray for our friend, for our churches, and for ourselves—that we may keep ourselves
in the love of God (Jude 21), as God keeps us from stumbling (Jude 24).

Kevin DeYoung (PhD, University of Leicester) is senior pastor of Christ Covenant Church in
Matthews, North Carolina, board chairman of The Gospel Coalition, and assistant professor of
systematic theology at Reformed Theological Seminary (Charlotte). He has authored numerous
books, includingWdz& (i 5 2 . Ke@n¥ar@i hikwife/ THisha, have eight children: lan, Jacob,
Elizabeth, Paul, Mary, Benjamin, Tabitha, and Andrew.

Greg Gilbert is the senior pastor of Third Avenue Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky. He is the
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Collin Hansen serves as editorial director for The Gospel Coalition. He is the author of several
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board of Beeson Divinity School.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
FOR THE SELLERS

Pray for the leadership change to a
Hungarian pastor at their church,
that there will be stability and
growth.

Pray for the church as they go on a
missions trip to southern Ukraine.

Pray for Keith and Beverly’s aging
parents here in the US. It weighs
heavy on their hearts.

Pray for their missionary col-
leagues, the Kelley’s, who teach in
the International Christian School
in Budapest and work in the Dan-
ube International Church.

Pray that the school year will start
right for their children and stu-
dents.

Pray for the families of children
who heard the Gospel this sum-
mer.

Pray for good health.

FROM KEITH AND BEVERLY SELLERS

On August 20th we celebrated the birth-
day of Hungary and Beverly's birthday as
well. Hungarians find it humorous and
interesting that her birthday falls on the
same day. After getting some ice cream
we went out to BatthyAinyi Square via the
metro directly across from the Hungarian
Parliament for a picturesque

view. Thousands gathered along both
sides of the Danube to watch the 25
minutes long show, which was

quite breathtaking. Getting back on the
metro line also was breathtaking in anoth-
er way since it required a long wait in the
thick, yet orderly crowds.

The church where we serve in Budapest is
experiencing a new beginning as the
American pastor hands off the baton of
leadership to a Hungarian pastor. We
will stay on to support the new pas-

tor through the children's ministry as well
as offering encouragement and ad-

vice. Literally, half of the church is com-
prised of children. Pray for stability and
growth in the transition. Church transi-

tions in American and European socie-
ties tend see at least a few folks departing
and others joining. Pray that people will
reject a consumerist attitude to church
and commit themselves to serve the Lord
through supporting the new pastor and
whatever new initiatives and personali-
ty he may bring to the congrega-

tion. Additionally, pray that more adults
will volunteer for various ministries and
especially the children's ministry. Also,
one of the churches where we served in
asummer English camp has asked Keith
to go with them on an October missions
trip to southern Ukraine where about
150,000 Hungarians live in very de-
pressed areas. Although the Hungarian
church is small it has a big heart to serve
others.

This past summer Keith & Beverly used
day camp settings to share the Gospel
through the life of Peter with about 115
children, while teaching English and hav-
ing fun.

SOME THOUGHTS AND PLANS FROM THE

MISSIONS COMMITTEE

1. English Language Learning- We have recently learned of some opportunities for
short term missions trips that would involve outreach to children, youth and others who
want to learn or improve their English skills. This requires some training. Please pray
about this. Don’t immediately say, “Not me!” We are researching training classes for
this, an 11 hour online study for a month, followed by a weekend seminar, costing about
$70. Stayed tuned.

2. Remember the Crescent Project presentation last spring? Resources are available
for training for this kind of gospel outreach as well. The Mexcur’s compiled a list of local
places where we might pursue making contacts.

3. Funding of missionaries and organizations - We receive many letters from prospec-
tive missionaries and organizations requesting support and it is a daunting task to con-
sider the merits of each. It has been the practice of our committee to fund fewer mission-
aries at greater support levels. Over the years through attrition our list of missionaries
has diminished while we have considerably increased the support to several by quite a lot.
Those listed in the church directory are the ones we support from the church budget.
Missionaries supported through our budget have been vetted by our committee, i.e,
signed our Statement of Faith, been interviewed and approved. There are some we wish
we could take on: Seth & Cindy Rogers, World Venture (who seem to be fully supported at
this time), Elizabeth Cernoia, Campus Ambassadors at Fitchburg State University, and
others, like Pastor Workneh Tesfaye, the Ethiopian pastor in Boston, the church plant in
Addis Ababa, the Wellington’s in Sierra Leone, about whom Paul Bothwell informs us.
Perhaps you support a missionary or some organization outside our budget, maybe out of
personal interest or a family connection. We want to encourage you to do that. If that
person is known to our church, you may designate on your offering envelope that portion
of your offering to be forwarded to that person. You may also designate offering, over and
above our church budget, to one of our supported missionaries in the same manner.

If these notes bring questions to mind, please talk to one on our committee: ~Steve
Carlone, Christine Guest, Jeanie Juckett, Mark Phelps, or Cindy Williams.



4 WAYS TO READ THE BIBLE FOR PERSONAL
APPLICATION

June 18, 2019 by: David Powlison

God& Word for You

It is a marvel how personally the Bible applies. The words pointedly address the concerns of long-ago
people in faraway places, facing specific problems, many of which no longer exist. They had no difficulty
seeing the application. Much of what they read was personal application to actual situations they were
facing. But nothing in the Bible was written directly to you or specifically about what you face. We are
reading someone else’s mail. Yet the Bible repeatedly affirms that these words are also written for us:
“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction” (Rom. 15:4; cf. Deut. 29:29; 1 Cor.
10:11; 2 Tim. 3:15-17). Application today discovers ways in which the Spirit reapplies Scripture in a timely
fashion.

Furthermore, the Bible is primarily about God, not you. The essential subject matter is the triune Redeem-
er Lord, culminating in Jesus Christ. When Jesus “opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke
24:45), he showed how everything written—creation, promises, commands, history, sacrificial system,
psalms, proverbs —reveals him. We are reading someone else’s biography. Yet that very story demonstrates
how he includes us within his story. Jesus is the Word of God applied, all-wisdom embodied. As his disci-
ples, we learn to similarly apply the Bible, growing up into his image. Application today experiences how
the Spirit “rescripts” our lives by teaching us who God is and what he is doing.
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“Personal application” proves wise when
you reckon with these marvels. The Bible
was written to others—but speaks to you.
The Bible is about God—but draws you in.
Your challenge is always to reapply Scrip-
ture afresh, because God’s purpose is al-
ways to rescript your life. How can you
expand your wisdom in personal applica-
tion? The following four ways are suggest-
ed.

1. Consolidate What You Have Al-
ready Learned

Assuming that you have listened well to
some parts of the Bible, consider these
personal questions. What chunk of Scrip-
ture has made the most difference in your
life? What verse or passage have you
turned to most frequently? What makes
these exact words frequently and immedi-
ately relevant? Your answer will likely
embody four foundational truths about
how to read the Bible for wise application.

First, this passage becomes your own be-
cause you listen. You remember what God
says. He is saying this to you. You need
these words. This promise, revelation, or
command must be true. You must act on
this call to faith and love. When you for-
get, you drift, stray, and flounder. When
you remember and put it to work, bright
truth rearranges your life. The foundation
of application is always attentive listening

to what God says.

Second, the passage and your life become
fused. It is not simply a passage in the
Bible. A specific word from God connects
to some pointed struggle inside you and
around you. These inner and outer trou-
bles express your experience of the dual
evil that plagues every human heart: sin
and confusion from within; trouble and
beguilement from without (1 Kings 8:37—
39; Eccles. 9:3). But something God says
invades your darkness with his light. He
meets your actual need with his actual
mercies. Your life and God’s words meet.
Application depends on honesty about
where you need help. Your kind of trouble
is everywhere in the Bible.

Third, your appropriation of this passage
reveals how God himself does the apply-
ing. He meets you before you meet him.
The passage arrested you. God arranged
your struggle with sin and suffering so
that you would need this exact help. With-
out God’s initiative (“I will write it on their
hearts,” Jer. 31:33) you would never make
the connection. The Spirit chose to rewrite
your inner script, pouring God’s love into
your heart, inviting you to live in a new
reality. He awakens your sense of need,
gives you ears to hear, and freely gives
necessary wisdom. Application is a gift,
because wisdom is a gift. (cont. p. 6)




(Continued from p. 5)

Fourth, the application of beloved passages is usually quite
straightforward. God states something in general terms. You
insert your relevant particulars. For example:

Even though | walk through
ow of deat h, I owi | fear
(Ps. 23:4).

What troubles are you facing? Who is with you?

tfollews arather déreet linef

of money-worship particular to your personality and your
culture. In such cases, the Bible speaks in large categories,
addressing many different experiences, circumstances, and
actions. Sorting out what it specifically means is far from
being mechanical and automatic, but the application process
the shad-
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parts of Scripture whose application is relatively direct. But
our experience of immediate relevance can skew our expec-
tations for how the rest of God’s revelation applies to our

Al'l we |ike sheep have gone jgstray; we have
turdeder Wtonédi s own way; and the Lord
has | aid on him tIkes3:6)ni qui t y3-Regognize the Sarts of Passages where Personal

What is your particular way of straying? How does the Lamb
of God connect with your situation?

about
supplication

Do not be anxious
by prayer and
your requests

With what are you obsessed? What promises anchor your
plea for help (Phil. 4:5, 79)?

Such words speak to common human experiences. A pas-
sage becomes personal when your details participate in what
is said. The gap across centuries and between cultures seems
almost to disappear. Your God is a very present help in trou-
ble—this trouble. Application occurs in specifics.

2. Look for the Directly Applicable Passages

How do you widen your scope of application? Keep your eye
out for straightforward passages. Typically they generalize
or summarize in some manner, inviting personal appropria-
tion. Consider the core promises of God, the joys and sor-
rows of many psalms, the moral divide in many proverbs,
the call of many commands, the summary comment that
interprets a story. As examples of the first, Exodus 34:6-7;
Numbers 6:24—26; and Deuteronomy 31:6 state foundation-
al promises that are repeatedly and variously applied
throughout the rest of Scripture. Pay attention to how sub-
sequent scriptures specifically reapply these statements, and
to how the entire Bible illustrates them. Make such promises
part of your repertoire of wellpondered truth. They are im-
portant for a reason. Get a feel for how these words come to
a point in Jesus Christ and can rescript every life, including
yours.

Consider how generalization occurs. In narratives, details
make the story come to life. But psalms and proverbs adopt
the opposite strategy. They intentionally flatten out specific
references, so anyone can identify. David was troubled when
he wrote Psalm 25—his emotions are clearly felt. But he left
his own story at the door: “For your name’s sake, O Lord,
pardon my guilt, for it is great. . . . Consider my affliction
and my trouble, and forgive all my sins” (Ps. 25:11, 18). He
gives no details. We are given a template flexible enough to
embrace any one of us. As you reapply, your sins and suffer-
ings make Psalm 25 come to life as it leads you to mercy.

In matters of obedience, the Bible often proclaims a general
truth without mentioning any of the multitude of possible
applications. When Jesus says, “You cannot serve God and
money” (Luke 16:13), he leaves you to puzzle out the forms

Application Is Less Direct

Here is the core dilemma. Most of the Bible does not speak
directly and personally to you. How do you “apply” the sto-
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of Israel’s decline detailed through 1 and 2 Kings? The pro-
phetic woes scorching Moab, Philistia, Egypt, and Babylon,
fulfilled so long ago? The ruminations of Ecclesiastes? The
Gospel stories showing Jesus in action? The New Testa-
ment’s frequent preoccupation with Jew-Gentile relations?
The apocalyptic images in the Revelation?

The Bible’s stories, histories, and prophecies—even many of
the commands, teachings, promises, and prayers—take
thoughtful work in order to reapply with current relevance.
If you receive them directly—as if they speak directly to you,
about you, with your issues in view—you will misunderstand
and misapply Scripture. For example, the angel’s command
to Joseph, “take the child and his mother and flee to

Egypt” (Matt. 2:13), is not a command to anyone today to
buy a ticket to Egypt! Those who attempt to take the entire
Bible as if it directly applies today end up distorting the
Bible. It becomes an omni-relevant magic book teeming
with private messages and meanings. God does not intend
that his words function that way.

These passages do apply. But most of the Bible applies dif-
ferently from the passages tilted toward immediate rele-
vance. What you read applies by extension and analogy, not
directly. Less sizzle, but quietly significant. In one sense,
such passages apply exactly because they are not about you.
Understood rightly, such passages give a changed perspec-
tive. They locate you on a bigger stage. They teach you to
notice God and other people in their own right. They call
you to understand yourself within a story—many stories—
bigger than your personal history and immediate concerns.
They locate you within a community far wider than your
immediate network of relationships. And they remind you
that you are always in God’s presence, under his eye, and
part of his program.

4. Tackle the Application of Less-Direct Passages

Application is a lifelong process, seeking to expand and
deepen wisdom. At the simplest level, simply read through
the Bible in its larger chunks. The cumulative acquisition of
wisdom is hard to quantify. A sense of what truth means and
how truth works is overheard as well as heard. (Cont. p. 7)



(Continued from p.6)

But also wrestle to work out the implications of specific passages. appli-
cation: a genealogy or census. These are directly irrelevant to your life.
Your name is not on the list. The reasons for the list disappeared long
ago. You gain nothing by knowing that “Koz fathered Anub, Zobebah,
and the clans of Aharhel” (1 Chron. 4:8). But when you learn to listen
rightly, such lists intend many good things —and each list has a some-
what different purpose. Among the things taught are these:

The Lord writes down names in his book of life. Families and communi-
ties matter to him. God is faithful to his promises through long history.
He enlists his people as troops in the redemptive reconquest of a world
gone bad. All the promises of God find their “Yes” in Jesus Christ (2
Cor. 1:20).

You “apply” a list of ancient names and numbers by extension, not directly. Your love for God grows surer and more intelli-
gent when you ponder the kind of thing this is, rather than getting lost in the blizzard of names or numbers.

The second example presents a mid-level challenge. Psalms are often among the most directly relevant parts of Scripture. But
what do you do when Psalm 21:1 says, “O Lord, in your strength the king rejoices”? The psalm is not talking about you, and it

is not you talking—not directly. A train of connected truths apply this psalm to you, leading you out of yourself.

This Lord is your God; this history
people; this Savior has brought vyou
what he does.

First, David lived and wrote these words, but Jesus Christ Conclusion

most fully lived—is now living, and will finally fulfill—this
entire psalm. He is the greatest human king singing this song
of deliverance; and he is also the divine Lord whose power
delivers. We know from the perspective of NT fulfillment that
this psalm is overtly by and about Jesus, not about any partic-
ular individual.

Second, you participate in the triumph of your King. You are
caught up in all that the psalm describes, because you are in
this Christ. So pay attention to his experience, because he
includes you.

Third, your participation arises not as a solo individual but in
company with countless brothers and sisters. You most direct-
ly apply this psalm by joining with fellow believers in a chorus
of heartfelt gladness: “O Lord, we will sing and praise your
power” (Ps. 21:13). The king’s opening joy in God’s power has
become his people’s closing joy.

Finally, figuratively, you are also kingly in Christ. In this sense,
Jesus’ experience of deliverance (the entire psalm) does apply
to your life. Having walked through the psalm as an expression
of the exultant triumph of Christ Jesus himself, you may now
make it your experience too. You could even adapt Psalm 21
into the first person, inserting “I/me/my” in place of “the king”
and “he/him/his.” It would be blasphemous to do that at first.
Tt is fully proper and your exceeding joy to do this in the end.
This is a song in which all heaven will join. As you grasp that
your brothers and sisters share this same goal, you will love
them and serve their joy more consistently.

God reveals himself and his purposes throughout Scripture.
Wise application always starts there.

You started by identifying one passage that speaks persistent-
ly, directly, and relevantly into your life. You have seen how
both the direct and the indirect passages intend to change you.
Learning to wisely apply the harder, less relevant passages has
a surprising benefit. Your whole Bible “applies personally.”
This Lord is your God; this history is your history; these people
are your people; this Savior has brought you in to participate
in who he is and what he does. Venture out into the remotest
regions of Scripture, seeking to know and love your God better.

Hopefully, you better understand why your most reliable pas-
sage so changed your life. Ponder those familiar words once
more. You will notice that they also lift you out of self-
preoccupation, out of the double evil of sin and misery. God
brought his gracious care to you through that passage, and
rearranged your life. You love him who first loved you, so you
love his other children. And that is how the whole Bible,

Originally published on Crossway.org and written by David Powlison.
Adapted from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright ©2008 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

David Powlison (1949—2019) was a teacher, a counselor,
and the executive director of the Christian Counseling & Edu-
cational Foundation for many years. He received his PhD from
the University of Pennsylvania and was also the senior editor
of the Journal of Biblical Counseling. He wrote a number of
books, including How Does Sanctification Work?; Making All
Things New; and God's Grace in Your Suffering.
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November 2019

Sun Mon

3 Missions 4
Conference

9am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

Open House @Kitchens

6pm Evening
Wycliffe
Associates

10 11

9am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
(Chior Practice)

6pm Evening
Service

17 18

9am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
(Chior Practice)

6pm Evening
Service

24 25

9am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

6pm Evening
Service

Tue

7pm Missions
Meeting

Wed

7pm Prayer

7pm Deaconess Meeting

Meeting
12

19

26

13

7pm Prayer
Meeting

20

7-8pm Prayer
Meeting

27

7pm Thanksgiv-
ing Eve Service

Thu

3:30pm Good
News Club

14

3:30pm Good
News Club

21

3:30pm Good
News Club

28

Thanksgiving

Fri

15

6:30pm Youth
Night (Aleena)

22

29

Sat

2 Missions
Conference

5:30pm Pot
Luck w/Diana

9

8am First
Principles

16

23

30



